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Hello Holy Cross! Welcome!
NICOLE COLLINS,  OFFICE MANAGER

This is our first month of our new monthly newsletters.
Communicating the appropriate information to the appropriate
people is tough. We are continually brainstorming and
experimenting new ways to shine through all the noise of daily
life. Now, the distractions have changed (some have gotten
quieter while others are much louder) with COVID-19 and they
will continue to change as new joys and struggles rise up.
 

Some of us are at home with no one. Some of us are at home
and are outnumbered by those under the age of 18. Some of us
are working out of the home and now have a million more
tasks.  We can try to empathize with each other but we can only
truly understand our own experience. While COVID-19
experiences can be different, there is no denying that we all
need some of the same things: food. Shelter. Relationship. This
shouldn't be a surprise as God created us to be in relationship
with Him and IN RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH OTHER. Now, we
have to work harder.  We have to be intentional. This means
each of  us individually and collectively - our Holy Cross
Community. 
 

As your church, we will continue to communicate with you and
reach out for your involvement through the Holy Cross
Website, email, Facebook posts, text messages and now the
monthly newsletter. On page 11, there are instructions on how
to login to Breeze and update your contact information - we
desperately need current and complete data to reach you! We
are counting on you to update or notify us when things change.
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NICK COLLINS,  LEAD PASTOR

The church building is a quiet place these days.  Too
quiet.   The clamor of children’s voices, the singing
of praise, the laughter and fellowship are all at a
minimum at Holy Cross.   Yes, the building is
abnormally quiet—and yet my days are full of
people: phone calls, ZOOM meetings, collaborations
with Holy Cross staff and leaders, conversations
with pastoral colleagues, virtual huddles with our
ministry teams as we continue to work to plan ways
for maintaining connection with each other during
this time of forced separation.
 
The shift to this new world happened so swiftly that
many of us found ourselves reeling; yet many of us
are finding ways to acclimate ourselves to this new
normal, which we now know will be in place, in
some form or another, for the foreseeable future. 
New opportunities abound, and our priorities are
shifting.  Many of us are discovering capacities we
didn’t know we had—God’s Spirit is alive and well
among us and for that we can give thanks! 

Martin Luther, in his deeper explanation of the
5th  Commandment, reveals that at its core the
prohibition to murder is more than a line in the sand
God commands us not to cross—it is an invitation to
proactively look out for the welfare of our neighbor. 
This kind of proactive commitment to care for those
around us is in high demand these days.   As much as
our focus of care surely should be on those within
our family and household circle, can we also extend
our field of vision to include neighbors who may
have needs we can help address?   I know that many
of you are doing just that—and doing so while
maintaining proper safety protocols!   You, my
friends, are doing God’s work!  
 
While the 24/7 flood of dire news about this
pandemic can have a debilitating effect on us,
making us cautious about every interaction, and
causing us to turn in on ourselves, it need not be so
among us.   Through the centuries people of faith
have demonstrated in a variety of ways both great
and small what neighbor-love can look like.   We
continue in that long tradition.   Take time today to
look around your world, and listen to where it is that
God might be calling you to step in and share love.
 

                    His peace and protection be with you all!
                                                                Pastor Nick

Mondays from 1pm-2pm
Zoom Meeting ID:

How to 

Read the Bible
 

486 658 369
 

How do we end up feeling so
intimidated by this book that has

been around forever?

Online Bible Studies with Pastor Nick

Tuesdays from 7pm-8pm
Zoom Meeting ID:

Honoring Our

Neighbors Faith
 

867 127 494
 

Dive into a different faith each
week & learn how many things

we have in common

Wednesdays from 10am-11am
Zoom Meeting ID:

Coffee

Break
 

420 406 456
 

A weekly discussion about faith 
 and current events

-this could get exciting!!!!

All Zoom 'Get-Togethers' can be accessed by going to the Holy Cross Website and clicking myHC, 

 then click Online Connections and Bible Studies

CROSSWALK CONNECTIONS †                                                                                                                PAGE 2

Get-Togethers

Monthly Meditation

More like:

If your household has discovered new
ways of connecting with & serving

others, I’d love to hear about it! Please
share it with me via phone or email.

https://zoom.us/j/486658369
https://zoom.us/j/486658369
https://zoom.us/j/867127494
https://zoom.us/j/867127494
https://zoom.us/j/420406456
https://zoom.us/j/420406456


When a door closes, open a window
NICK COLLINS,  LEAD PASTOR

Visit holycrosslutheranchurch.org/give to give a
single or recurring gift
Mail checks to the church
For those of you who might receive stimulus money
without an urgent need for it, please consider gifting
it through our congregation to benefit others

These are extraordinary times that call us back to our
core values. As followers of Jesus, we want to do all the
good we can, by all the means we can, in all the ways we
can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to
all the people we can, as long as we ever can. Mostly
this plays out in all of the daily moments where
faith and  real-life intersect. 
 

Beyond ourselves, our congregation–
and the broader church ecosystem
we're part of – is another critical
pathway for multiplying good. For
many of us, the ministries result-
ing from our congregations and
denomination are one of the most
important ways we work collectively
to make the world a better place. 
 

We want to thank you for your continued
support of our ministry together! We know these are
precarious times with the potential to undermine both
our physical and financial health, and yet we still try to
do all the good we can. Just as you are leading your
families, leaders in our congregation are working
thoughtfully and responsibly so that we might do all
the good we can. There are real challenges, but also
plenty to inspire both hope and gratitude. 
 

Here are ways you can continue to
support our ministries financially: 
 

 

Conversations around money are almost always
challenging, especially when COVID-19 turns our world
outside in (as compared to inside out). We encourage
you and your household to turn to pages 9-11 to
connect to God’s Story and engage in these faithful
conversations. We will build upon these conversations
in the coming months.  

Our call is changing
MISSION TEAM

toothpaste
deodorant 
soap
shampoo

Did you know that Holy Cross is a member of
Charis Ministry Partners? This is a partnership
of 14 ELCA churches in Sioux Falls coming
together to help those in need. Charis has
three programs, Food to You (the mobile
pantry), Necessities for Neighbors and Healthy
Rides. Holy Cross  has sponsored two Food to
      You distributions and one Necessities for
          Neighbor distribution this year already!
           However, because Feeding South Dakota
            has decided to focus all their efforts on
             the two fairgrounds distributions every 
              week,  Charis  is currently  unable to
              purchase food and have temporarily                 
          suspended Food to You. The Charis Board
         has  decided to  focus their efforts  on
  Necessities for Neighbors, which provides
household items not covered by SNAP on the
first Sunday of the month at Peace  Lutheran
Church from 3pm-4pm using a drive-up
method of delivery. 
 

We have been called to  help provide these
items each month:
 

 
You can drop your products for donation at
Peace Lutheran, First Lutheran, Gloria Dei
Lutheran or East Side Lutheran Churches. If
you are unable to go out, please contact the
church office for safe pickup. If you would
prefer to make a financial
donation, please go to the
website and click on the
donation icon on the
top line. 
 
www.mobilefoodpantry.org

FULL size are
preferred to
travel size.
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Stewardship / Mission

http://www.mobilefoodpantry.org/


www.holycrosslutheranchurch.org
Click on myHC in the top right corner
Scroll down and click on High School Youth
Scroll down and click on National Youth

For more information and to start daydreaming about future
travels again, go to the Holy Cross Website.

 

Gathering

9th Grade - 12th Graders:
Join us for the movie & discussion.

Zoom ID: 844 6312 0135

The New Normal?
BAILEY FOSSUM, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you
may abound in hope. Romans 15:13
 

As we've entered month two of adjusting to life with
COVID-19, we have had to find new ways to continue
with normal or creating our own new normal. Maybe
you are celebrating the extra time that you have at
home as a family and loving the closeness that you
have been blessed with these last weeks. Maybe you
are celebrating the extra time you have together, but
are wishing you had a little more space,
or an extra hand, or 3 more hours to do

your own job on top of helping your

kids with school. Maybe you are

celebrating this extra time, but at

the same time you have reached

your limit. We are with you in

the adjusting and are hoping to

keep a little bit of normal for you

with your Holy Cross Church Family. 

National Youth Gathering The ELCA Youth Gathering is a chance for High School
Youth to gather together for a fun week of praising God

through service activities, faith-based speakers based on
life experiences that youth are facing, concerts, and

interactive learning, and fun in the city!

Youth Pieces

JUNE 29-JULY 3, 2021
 

MINNEAPOLIS
 

HIGH SCHOOLERS
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR &

WATCH FOR MEETINGS!

9th Graders: Join us on Wednesdays from
April 29 - May 20 at 7pm for a 4-week

Confirmation Hangout and Highlight.
Let’s talk what you’ve learned

these last few years.
 

Zoom ID: 960 6054 6977
 

http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84463120135
https://zoom.us/j/96060546977


 

We sure miss seeing those smiling Cross Kids
faces on Sunday mornings & Wednesday

evenings. Until we can meet again, the
Children's Youth Team is organizing Cross

Kids To-Go. Each week, a packet will be
available for pickup at Holy Cross with a

lesson you can do as a family! Please sign up
using the link so that we have a packet

available for everyone!

 Join in for a
Bible Story &
activity with
other Cross
 Kids from
Holy Cross.
 

            Zoom ID: 775 352 972

This was a decision that was not made
quickly but one where everyone’s health
and safety was put first. With the close
proximity in the vans and tents, we felt it

best to wait for next year to have
everyone safely be able to join in and not

have to worry about anything  besides
whose canoe is getting tipped first!

CURRENT

6TH-8TH GRADERS:  FAITH BASED

DISCUSSIONS & ACTIVITIES AT. . .

Youth Pieces -Continued
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Crow Wing
Canceled for 2020

ZOOM ID: 985 160 103

      Click here to go to the SignUp

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/775352972
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/985160103
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094CA9A92FA1FA7-cross2


We are counting on you to either check
Facebook or subscribe to text messages,
regularly visit the website, and/or read your
emails the newsletter... We don't want to
overwhelm you with communication but we
don't want to miss reaching you either. Be
patient with us. Reach out to us and to each
other. We can't live in the 'if' - because we
don't know what is coming and when it will
arrive. Live in the now. 
 
Jump online and see that God is bringing out
the good through the struggle. We have
learned new ways to reach people - thank you
God for blessing us with the technology that
was not readily available in 20, 30, 40 years
ago. If you have tuned in to Live Streaming of
Worship, joined an online bible study or
participated in a group get-together online
than you know it isn't quite the same but it's
something. On the next page, we have some
tips on how to make your video conferencing
more enjoyable for you and the people you
are joining. Hang in there Holy Cross! 

While the temporary shutdown of public gatherings has
vastly altered the way that we interact as a community
of faith, we have viewed these necessary changes as an
opportunity to continue our process of evaluating and
re-prioritizing how we do ministry in the modern world.
We have been hard at work during the last 6 weeks
making necessary technology upgrades and
experimenting with new forms of bible study, ministry
team meetings, and worship. Until we can gather
together face-to-face once again, know that your
ministry support continues to help reach new people
with God’s love in the virtual world just as strongly as it
did in the physical world. We have people joining us
online from across the country and world. This tie has
truly shown us that in Jesus Christ there is no such thing
as time and space, we are all God’s children!

Jamie Nielson-President,
Cindy Haiar-Vice President,
Sami Parks-Secretary,
Treasurer-Justin Schneider, Dawn Krumvieda, Terry Grove, Brad Relf, Darrin Rogers, Tricia
Murphy-Preschool Director, Becky Nueharth-Finance Director, Pastor Nick, Pastor Bailey

Council Highlights Church & Preschool
Financials
SBA Loan
Church Staffing Plan in
light of  COVID-19 charge
by the CDC & Government
Preschool Staffing Plan
in light of COVID-19 
Church Building
Maintenance Project List

 

DATE: APRIL 13, 2020
 

TIME: 7PM VIA ZOOM
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ministry Updates
Worship
Connections
Update
Online Bible
Studies & Youth
Programming
Confirmation
Small Groups

PC Updates (Staff &
     Sanctuary)
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Upgrades, Experimentation, & You 

Council Highlights & More

Council Minutes can be found on the Holy Cross website!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.org/


Zoom Is Where It's At
 

Have you heard about Zoom? It is an
online app that you can use on your
computer, your tablet or your
smartphone.   Given the charge of social
distancing, this tool will help keep our
Holy Cross family connected! You can
download the app and join a ‘meeting’ –
easy peasy. And by ‘meeting’, I mean any
kind of ‘get-together’ online. Maybe it’s a
bible study… could be a  scavenger hunt…
maybe a meeting…   This app uses your
camera and microphone for live
interactions. 
 
Want to give it a try?   Go to the Holy
Cross website and click on myHC in the
top right corner. Click on the box that
says “Online Connections and Bible
Studies”. Scroll down and you can see the
different online options. Click on the
activity that interests you – it will list the
day, the time and the website to the Zoom
‘meeting’. Just click on the link (at the
time listed) and you’re there!!
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Video Conferencing Etiquette

http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.org/
https://holycross.nucleus.church/online-connections


Temperature checks of staff and children
daily
Limiting building access to staff and
children only
Restrictions to travel
Heightened sick policies
Major daily cleaning steps: If it cannot be
washed - we don’t use it! And, everything
we do use gets washed with soap and water,
followed by a bleach mixture.

We closed the doors the first week COVID-19 hit
our area and performed extensive cleaning
measures and reopened the following week. 
Some of the steps we are taking to remain open
include:
 

 
In child care, sanitizing is always important but
this virus has certainly made it more challenging
and limits the things we are able to with the
children. We are grateful that our
teacher are being creative in their planning
                                            to allow children to
                                             still engage in                            
                                         activities and learning
                                            as COVID-19
                                            will not stop 
                                           us from continuing  
                                            to offer quality 
                                            care and education!
 

Preschool Update

TRICIA MURPHY, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

I pray this finds you all safe and healthy!   Our
world is filled with many unknowns and
uncertainty that are all out of our control.   We
are taking it one day or even hour at a time and
ask God to help us get through this all.
 

Our preschool year had an abrupt ending to it
and currently our program has a much different
look then it did a month ago.   What we can all
say (as teachers) is that we dearly miss our
students and families who are home during this
time!   Holy Cross preschool called off classes
while the extended-care and school-age
programs remain open to provide care for our
essential worker families.   Child Care centers
are considered an essential business and have
recommendations and guidelines to follow that
are set by the state and CDC.   The safety and
health of our children, families and staff is a top
priority and we have put many new
measures in place to ensure that. 
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Remain calm & reassuring
Make yourself available to
listen and to talk
Avoid language that might
blame others and lead
to stigma
Pay attention to what children
see or hear on television,
radio, or online
Provide information that is
honest and accurate
Teach children everyday
actions to reduce the spread of
germs

General Principles for
Talking to Children

 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
2019-ncov/daily-l ife-
coping/talking-with-children.html

 
For examples & more information-

go to the website l isted above.  

The Generosity Project
Conversations around money are almost always
challenging. But in this time of COVID-19, they
become even more essential, and possibly more
difficult for our households. In a time of fear and
unknowns related to one’s job and income, Pastor
Olivia Bryan Updegrove, Co-minister for Family
and Children’s Ministry at Disciples Home
Missions, shares this, “Talking about money can
be done in deeply faithful ways when we
remember that we are in relationship with a
generous God who loves humanity. God’s
generosity is not just a conversation with [or
between] adults about money, but it is a
conversation that should be had between
generations who bring gifts [and unique
perspectives] to offer to God.”

Just because your child hasn't  said
anything yet, doesn't mean it isn't
on his or her mind.

LESSON 1
How does your

household talk about
money in a time such

as this?

-continued on page 10 & 11-
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The Generosity Project Ideas for Talking to 
Children about COVID-19 /

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html


For the purpose of

generating

conversation at home

as God’s stewards

and financial

managers during this

time of very real

economic crisis in

our country and

households, The

ELCA Generosity

Project we are

introducing this

resource form The

Generosity Project.

We encourage you

and your households

to use this resource

to connect to God’s

Story and engage in

these faithful

conversations. To

focus on the

unprecedented time,

we need only add a

COVID-19 lens to

make the questions

and conversations

incredibly relevant

for this time of crisis

–and hope.
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The Generosity Project -Continued

-continued from page 9-

-continued on page 11-



Did you know that Holy Cross has an
Online Directory that you can access
anytime from your internet browser?  The
software Holy Cross uses, like many other
churches, to manage this information is
called Breeze. If you have any extra time,
we would love if you could get onto
Breeze and check it out. Updating your
contact information would be the first
goal.  Things we look for: Name (first and
last), address, email, phone; and your
child(ren)'s full name, date of birth, and
grade in school. You can even add a
picture!!
 
If you haven't had the opportunity to try
Breeze out...! 

 
Go to the Holy Cross Website and

click on myHC in the top right

corner 

Scroll to the bottom and click on

Online Directory (BreezeChMS).

image 1

You will land on the Breeze login

page. image 2

 If you already have a Breeze

account, login in and access your

contact information making any

updates or additions as necessary

for you and your household.

Maybe add a picture. All done!

Get logged into Breeze:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 

continued on page 12-

Online Directory

Online Directory

/ The Generosity Project       
-Continued

-continued from pages 9 & 10-
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http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.org/
https://holycross.nucleus.church/
https://holycrosslutheran.breezechms.com/login


 
 
 

Maintenance Facilitator:
Kris Hennings

info@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Preschool Director:
Tricia Murphy

triciam@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Contemporary Music Coordinator:
Mark Ferri

markf@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Traditional Music Coordinator:
Dave Kulm

davek@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

If you get and error message (see image 3), try again with your

full name, nickname, different email address.  The system will

try to connect you to the name we already have in Breeze.  If

you unable to get connected and create an account, please

email info@holycrosslutheranchurch.org with your full name

and email address.  We will notify you when you can try to

create your account again.

If the account was created successful, access your contact

information making any updates or additions as necessary for

you and your household.  Maybe add a picture. All done!

 

Online Directory -Continued

5.  If you don't have an account, click create account - you will need to enter your name and
email address.

 
Office Manager:
Nicole Collins

nicolec@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Director of Finance:
Becky Neurharth

beckyn@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Finance Assistant:
Diana Potter

potterd@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
 

Receptionist:
Sharon Anderson

sharona@holycrosslutheranchurch.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

 Contemporary Worship 
Live Stream 9a 
 Traditional Worship Live 
Stream 10:30a 

 How to Read the  Bible 
1p (Zoom) 

 Honoring Your 
Neighbors Faith 7p (Zoom) 

 Coffee Break 10a 
(Zoom) 
 Kids Time 1p (Zoom) 
 Confirmation 6:30p 
 (Zoom) 

 Middle School Hang- Out 
(Zoom) 2p 

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Contemporary Worship 
Live Stream 9a 
 Traditional Worship Live 
Stream 10:30a 

 How to Read the  Bible 
1p (Zoom) 

 Honoring Your 
Neighbors Faith 7p (Zoom) 

 Coffee Break 10a 
(Zoom) 
 Kids Time 1p (Zoom) 
 Confirmation 6:30p 
 (Zoom) 
 Stewardship 7p (Zoom) 

 Middle School Hang- Out 
(Zoom) 2p 

  High School Movie & 
Discussion 7p (Zoom) 

Mother’s Day 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 Contemporary Worship 
Live Stream 9a 
 Traditional Worship Live 
Stream 10:30a 

 How to Read the  Bible 
1p (Zoom) 

 Honoring Your 
Neighbors Faith 7p (Zoom) 

 Coffee Break 10a 
(Zoom) 
 Kids Time 1p (Zoom) 
 Confirmation 6:30p 
 (Zoom) 
 Preschool 7p (Zoom) 

 Middle School Hang- Out 
(Zoom) 2p 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 Contemporary Worship 
Live Stream 9a 
 Traditional Worship Live 
Stream 10:30a 

 How to Read the  Bible 
1p (Zoom) 

 Honoring Your 
Neighbors Faith 7p (Zoom) 

 Coffee Break 10a 
(Zoom) 
 Kids Time 1p (Zoom) 
 Confirmation 6:30p 
 (Zoom) 
 Council 7p (Zoom) 

 Middle School Hang- Out 
(Zoom) 2p 

  

24 Memorial Day 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 Contemporary Worship 
Live Stream 9a 
 Traditional Worship Live 
Stream 10:30a 

  Honoring Your 
Neighbors Faith 7p (Zoom) 

 Coffee Break 10a 
(Zoom) 
 Kids Time 1p (Zoom) 

 

 Middle School Hang- Out 
(Zoom) 2p 

  


